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What is Lexia® PowerUp Literacy®? 
Lexia PowerUp Literacy provides a personalized literacy learning experience for struggling and nearly-proficient 
readers in Grades 6 through 12. It addresses 6-8th grade skills and specific skills in K-5 that are necessary to 
build the foundation to be proficient readers in 6-8th grade.

Blended Learning
PowerUp’s Blended Learning components include: 

• PowerUp online activities

• myLexia® (teacher website for data and resources) 

• Lexia Lessons® (resources for offline, teacher-led 
instruction)

• Lexia Skill Builders® (offline, independent practice 
materials) 

• Lexia Writing Prompts (focused writing practice across 
genres for students in Grades 3–5) 

• Comprehension Passages (full text of PowerUp passages 
for student preview or annotation)

The Teacher’s Role at a Glance
Teachers are central as they use real-time student data to 
monitor progress, inform instruction, and help students 
achieve grade-level benchmarks. Teachers will:

• Schedule adequate time for students to work in the 
online program. 

• Review student data reports in myLexia.

• Provide targeted instruction to students through  
Lexia Lessons.

• Provide additional practice to students through Lexia’s 
offline materials.

Theory Behind the Design
Word recognition and language comprehension are equally important for reading comprehension. Lexia’s reading model is 
based on the Simple View of Reading*, which suggests that if either decoding (referred to in PowerUp as Word Study) or 
language comprehension (referred to in PowerUp as Grammar) is zero, reading comprehension will be impaired.

Word 
Recognition

(WR)

Academic
Language

(AL)

Reading
Comprehension

(RC)

*Gough  & Tunmer, 1986; Hoover & Gough, 1990

LexiaLink    SCAN CODE OR CLICK

Read the White Paper
https://tinyurl.com/y8fxeqtn

LexiaLink    SCAN CODE OR CLICK

Watch What Is PowerUp?
https://tinyurl.com/y9eqy557

LexiaLink    SCAN CODE OR CLICK

Teacher Manual
https://tinyurl.com/y5y3p9we
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Activity
1. Imagine where the student will place in: 

Comprehension • Word Study • Grammar

1. Draw his or her face on the chart in each strand in the 
zone in which you think he/she will place.

2. Identify the skills the student will address in each zone.

Independent, Student-Driven Learning
Auto Placement for Students
Online, automated assessments determine student placement 
into one of three zones within each strand. Help students 
understand they should take this seriously so they will receive 
instruction and support at the appropriate level. Be sure to 
monitor students. 

Comprehension (30–45 minutes)
This auto placement, using the Lexia® RAPID™ Assessment, 
consists of 4 subtests: Word Recognition, Vocabulary 
Knowledge, Syntactic Knowledge, and Reading 
Comprehension. Time for each student will vary since this 
measure is adaptive.

Word Study (5–10 minutes)
This auto placement consists of reading and spelling of  
nonwords.

Grammar (5–10 minutes)
This auto placement asks students to identify nouns, verbs, 
and other parts of speech.

Individualized Placement
When logging in for the first time, students will begin the  
series  of placement activities. Be sure they have 
headphones! Students will place in one of these three  
zones within each strand:

Foundational Zone (skills taught in K–2)
Students read appropriately leveled texts with scaffolded 
support, learning the basic skills and concepts required to 
build a solid foundation for reading proficiency. 

Intermediate Zone (skills taught in 3–5)
Students read increasingly complex texts and learn more 
advanced concepts. The instructional scaffolding gradually 
releases as students progress.

Advanced Zone (skills taught in 6–8)
Students read texts and learn concepts that adhere to  
grade-level standards.
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Word StudyComprehension Grammar

Comprehension Word Study Grammar

          The results place students at their appropriate 
instructional level in each of the three strands. The 
Comprehension placement allows students to complete 
it in multiple sittings while Word Study & Grammar are 
completed in one session.

30–45 minutes 5–10 minutes 5–10 minutes

LexiaLink    SCAN CODE OR CLICK

Scope and Sequence
https://tinyurl.com/y7tlr2ef

LexiaLink    SCAN CODE OR CLICK

Auto Placement Module
https://tinyurl.com/y2ol2e5l

1



4 Professional Learning Guide

Preparing to Use PowerUp
• Bookmark the URL on student computers (see back cover).

• Provide login information to your students. 

•   Introduce PowerUp to students using the Student Experience videos. 

• Use the Educator Mode to demo the program for students. You can use  
the examples listed in the Activity to the left or others that have meaning  
for your students.

• Encourage students to take their time and do their best.

•  Ensure students have working headphones that fit properly and provide adequate 
volume. Audio directions begin as soon as students enter the program. 

PowerUp: Blended Learning 
The student experience for PowerUp may begin online but it does not end there. 
PowerUp utilizes a blended learning model to address skill gaps and build the 
foundation adolescent readers need for reading proficiency. 

Blended Learning:
• offers instruction through an integration of online media with traditional 

face-to face teaching

• leverages technology to facilitate personalized learning experience

• gives students control over time, place, path and pace of learning

You can review PowerUp’s Blended Learning components on pg 2. 

As you consider PowerUp‘s role in your school/classroom, it is important to 
remember that the components of PowerUp are connected and continue to 
reinforce and inform one another. Each component is critical for student success.  
It will be important to be thoughtful about scheduling when implementing 
PowerUp. Here are a few blended learning models you might consider when 
creating a schedule for your PowerUp implementation: 

• Rotation 
 · Station Rotation
 · Lab Rotation 
 · Flipped Classroom
 · Individual Rotation (Playlist)

• Flex 

• Remote (also referred to as Enriched Virtual)

• A La Carte 

Review page 14 of this guide for sample implementation schedules.

Activity
Explore on your own or choose these 
units to preview.

Word Study
    LEVEL          ACTIVITY           UNIT

4 1 3

8 3 2

11 6 5

Grammar
    LEVEL          ACTIVITY           UNIT

2 1 8

4 2 5

5 3 3

Comprehension
    LEVEL          ACTIVITY           UNIT

1 1 1

11 3 1

16 2 1

LexiaLink    SCAN CODE OR CLICK

PowerUp Student Experience
https://tinyurl.com/ydg39m2z
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Instruction and Placement
Three Instructional Strands
Students work online in three different instructional strands that are based upon 
the Simple View of Reading. The three strands—Word Study, Grammar, and 
Comprehension—improve student proficiency and independence in reading and 
understanding complex, authentic texts.

Word Study
Students learn skills and concepts that advance their accuracy and fluency for 
reading texts, as well as their ability to decode and understand multisyllabic 
academic words.

Grammar
Students build skills with grammar concepts, vocabulary, sentence construction, 
and the structure of various text genres, while further developing comprehension 
and composition skills.

Comprehension
Students work with literary and informational texts of increasing complexity while 
learning new vocabulary, skills, and strategies that help them analyze texts for deep 
meaning and understanding. 

How Is PowerUp Organized?

Reflections on Lexia’s 
Reading Model
Reflect on the questions below, then  
jot down some of your thoughts.

1.  Name a concept that’s new  
to you.

2.  Did you recognize any of your 
students in the profiles you 
reviewed? Select 1-2 students 
and identify how you would 
provide instructional support.

3.  What challenges and successes 
have you experienced in  
providing instructional support  
to these students? 

 Turn to a partner, or form a small group at 
your table, and share your responses with 
each other.

4. How do you think PowerUp  
might help you better support  
the student(s) you identified  
and students like them? 

LexiaLink    SCAN CODE OR CLICK

How is PowerUp Organized
https://tinyurl.com/yczfpg9k

LexiaLink    SCAN CODE OR CLICK

Scope and Sequence
https://tinyurl.com/y7tlr2ef
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2-Step Instructional Branching
When a student struggles with a particular skill, the program provides scaffolded support and instruction on that skill or task. 
Students who demonstrate mastery can quickly move through units and onto more advanced skills. This 2-step instructional 
branching ensures individualized learning and instruction for every student. 

Standard
The Standard Step is the independent task. The student 
must demonstrate at least 90% accuracy in Word Study and  
Grammar, and 75% accuracy in Comprehension. 

Instruction
The Instruction Step explicitly teaches the skill and then 
further scaffolds the task. When the student successfully 
completes this step, the student progresses back to the 
Standard Step.

Proficiency Percentage Goals

Word Study Grammar Comprehension

 ST
AN

DA
RD 90%–100% 

accuracy
90%–100% 

accuracy 75% accuracy

 IN
ST

RU
CT

IO
N

100% accuracy
to return to Standard

100% accuracy
to return to Standard

all activities complete
to return to Standard

BR
AN

CH
  P

O
IN

T Students will branch to instruction 
once they answer a fourth item 
incorrectly in a unit. The instruction 
will be targeted to the item they 
struggled on.

Students will branch to instruction 
once they answer a fourth item 
incorrectly in a unit. The instruction 
will be targeted to the item they 
struggled on.

Students will branch to instruction at 
key, designated units if their overall 
accuracy is less than 75%.

            What to Watch For The green bar indicates the 
Standard step.

            What to Watch For In Word Study and Grammar, 
the Yellow bar indicates that a student is in the 
Instruction step. If students drop to this step 
four times, teachers are notified that students 
are struggling. In Comprehension, the bar 
remains green for Standard and Instruction.
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Student Dashboard
Students have the opportunity to take charge and make 
decisions regarding their reading. They have the autonomy to 
select the strand they wish to work on. They can also monitor 
their usage and progress for each strand, when they click on 
the Your Progress tile.

 

Student Progress
Clicking on the Your Progress tile on the Student Dashboard 
gives students access to an overview of their progress, 
including Streaks and Shields, time logged, and more.

            When planning weekly time, 
add 10 minutes for transition.

Weekly Usage      Zone determines usage requirements

ZONE Foundational Intermediate Advanced

Minutes/Week 45 35 25

85–145 minutes each week    (Total weekly time = total strand time + 10)

Certificates
Celebrate your students’ successes by recognizing  
their milestones.

!
IMPRESIONANTE!

Nombre de alumno/a

FechaFirma

DEBERIA DE ESTAR 
ORGULLOSO/A!

!

I

CONGRATULATIONS!

Student’s Name

DateSignature

HAS SOMETHING  
TO BE PROUD OF!

LexiaLink    SCAN CODE OR CLICK

Achievement Certificates
https://tinyurl.com/ydx6cl7o

LexiaLink    SCAN CODE OR CLICK

Streak and Streak Shield
https://tinyurl.com/y5zqqd3u
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Ongoing Data to Monitor Progress
After students complete the Auto Placement, you will receive real-time data in myLexia to track individual 
student progress. You will also have access to student-specific action plans to guide personalized instruction 
and help improve performance on end-of-year assessments.

Class Overview Report
The Class overview is the teacher’s guide to prioritizing and planning instruction. 

Class Action Plan

A       Who needs more computer 
time this week?

The Need Usage tab shows the 
number of students in the class 
who need more time on the student 
program. The Usage This Week 
columns tell you how many more 
minutes that each student needs in 
order to meet their recommended 
usage for this week (Monday–Sunday).

B       Who is struggling and needs 
a Lexia Lesson?

The Struggling tab lists the students 
who have dropped to the Instructional 
Step of PowerUp at least four times 
and may need teacher support. Here, 
you can access the PDF lesson. You 
can mark the lesson as “delivered” after 
providing teacher-led instruction to  
the student. 

C       Who is ready for a Lexia  
Skill Builder?

The Skill Builders tab lists the students 
who have finished a program level and 
are ready for independent practice 
with a Lexia Skill Builder. Here, you can 
access the offline materials and provide 
them to students for independent 
application.

A B C

1 2 3 4

        Go to www.mylexia.com to access 
your class list. Click on the class 
you would like to review. 

Sorting Feature
Sort by clicking on the up/down 
arrows in the column headers.

Column Head Descriptions
1  Zone —Identifies which Zone the 

student is in.

2  Usage This Week—Yellow clock 
indicates more usage needed, green 
check indicates usage has been met.

3  Units Gained—# of units completed. 

4  Struggling—which students are 
struggling.

LexiaLink    SCAN CODE OR CLICK

Action Plan Video
https://tinyurl.com/y86fu6ku

2
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Zone 
The Zone boxes display students’ current instructional zones. Hover 
your mouse over each box to see the percentage of the zone that a student 
completed and the student’s current level and activity. Sort these columns to 
form instructional groups. 

Lexia® Academy
Lexia Academy is an eLearning 
platform that supports educators’ 
professional growth with meaningful 
and relevant learning opportunities—
anytime, anywhere. Courses in Lexia 
Academy integrate resources and 
strategies to support blended learning, 
literacy instruction and product 
implementation. Lexia Academy 
provides educators with learning 
opportunities to practice their skills  
and better support their students. 

The Lexia Academy Experience
Educators engage with multimodal 
learning formats designed to facilitate 
direct application and bolster 
knowledge acquisition, including: 

• Expert Videos

• Printable Instructional Resources

• Interactive Content and

• Course Completion Certificates

LexiaLink    SCAN CODE OR CLICK

myLexia Reports
https://tinyurl.com/y4u4cgvo

LexiaLink    SCAN CODE OR CLICK

Teacher Manual & Guides
https://tinyurl.com/y5y3p9we

<>
“I need help using Lexia products now.”

“�I�want�to�learn�best�practices�of�product�
implementation�and�literacy�instruction�
for�my�classroom.”

5-10 minutes of just-in-time learning 2+ hours of course-based curriculum

On-demand modules featured on the 
Resources Hub

Single Sign-On to Learning Management 
System (Canvas) via myLexia®

“ Getting Started” and “How to” product-
focused training

Advanced exploration of best practices 
of product implementation and literacy 
education

• Screen Capture Video
• Knowledge Checks

•  Expert Teacher Video
• Application Exercises
•  Interactive Activities
• Knowledge Checks

• Personal progress monitoring
• Digital Badges and Certificates
• Transcripts

Activity                    Creating Groups for Instruction

• Click on the Struggling Tab and sort by Strand, Level, and Lesson.

• What patterns do you see?

• In which Strand are the most students struggling?

• Which students are a priority?

• Which students need the same lessons?

• Based on this data, what groups can you form to conduct face-to-
face instruction? 

• Now, find the lesson. What preparation is needed to deliver this 
lesson to students?
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Skill Status
The Skill Status Report provides an overview of current status by strand. Click on the different strands to see how the class is 
doing in each. You will see where students were placed in the Auto Placement, which levels they have completed, and their 
percentage completion within each strand. 

A       View Strand
You can view each instructional strand by clicking on the tabs.

B       Flexible Sorting
You can use myLexia’s platform-wide sorting feature to 
customize your view of the data available. Sorting in the Skill 
Status report is available for Units Gained, Units to Finish 
Level, and Units to Target.

A

B

Activity
The Big Picture: Skills

Click on the Units to Target column. 

• What patterns do you see here? 

• How might you change your classroom instruction? 

• Which students are a priority? 

• What can you do to support students individually or collectively?

        Click the Skill Status Tile from the 
Class Overview to access this report.
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Usage Report
The Usage report provides an overview of usage for these time periods: last week, last four weeks, this year, and custom, 
which allows teachers to select a specific range of time to review. 

 

Activity
The Big Picture: Usage

Click on Last Week, Last Four Weeks, This Year, or select a 
custom date range.

• Do you need to adjust the schedule to offer students more 
time online? For which students? 

• Where else or when could students use the online component: 
at home, before/after school, during an elective or pull out period?

Activity                             The 5 Minute Check-in
• Which of my students still need more usage this week? When will 

they be able to get the additional time needed?

• Are any students struggling? If yes, on which skill? Which Lexia 
Lesson do they need?

• Which students have completed a level and are ready for 
additional practice with a Lexia Skill Builder? 

• Brainstorm when you will be able to conduct the 5 minute  
check-in.

        Click the Usage Tile from the Class 
Overview to access this report. 



12 Professional Learning Guide

Student Overview

Student Skills Report
The Student Skills Report provides a detailed look at the skills an individual student is working on. Teachers should use this 
data to dive more deeply as they make instructional decisions for students.

A       Skills Report
Click on this button to access more student information.

B       Flagged as Struggling
This new datapoint indicates activities for which a student needs additional instructional support.

A

B

Activity    Pick a student and go to their Student Overview Page.                                                     Scavenger Hunt
•  In which strand is the student making the least amount of progress? 

•  Look at the accuracy and rate for activities in each strand.  In 
which activities has the student been flagged the most in Word 
Study and Grammar?

•  Did this student use the Listen Mode? If yes, for which skills?

•   Which set of activities is the strongest/weakest for this student? 

• Which Skill/Activity is the student currently working on in each strand?

• Which Lexia resources can you use to help support their learning?

•  How much time has passed between the student’s start time 
and last use within their current level in each strand?

• Click Print. How might you utilize a printed copy of this report?

•  How does this data inform your instruction? What goals might 
you set with this student? Turn to your partner and brainstorm 
the “What”, “When” and “How”.  Visit pages 14 and 15.
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The Instructional Materials for PowerUp include Lexia Lessons, Lexia Skill Builders, 
Anchor Charts, Printable Comprehension Passages, and Writing Prompts. They allow 
for personalized and comprehensive instruction and practice in all skill areas. As 
students work on the online activities, real-time performance data is collected in 
myLexia. To support student progress, specific instructional materials for face-to-face 
instruction and independent student practice and application are recommended to 
teachers through myLexia.

Lexia Lessons (Classroom Resources)

Lexia Lessons are recommended when a student struggles on a skill in the online program. 
They provide teachers with resources to conduct targeted, face-to-face instruction.

The five main components of Lexia Lessons are:  

Prepare: Introduces the main concepts and relevant vocabulary for the lesson.

Instruct: Includes suggestions for the teacher and background information to 
support the lesson. 

Practice: Provides opportunity for students to practice the target skill. 

Adapt: Provides activities and materials to support and extend students’ understanding.

Connect: Encourages technology and at-home extensions for the lessons.

Lexia Skill Builders
Lexia Skill Builders provide independent, paper-based practice, and an opportunity for 
students to generalize newly learned skills. They are assigned when students successfully 
complete an online level and are meant to reinforce and extend the online concepts.

Anchor Charts
Anchor Charts are a tool used to support instruction and promote academic success.  
They provide the teacher with a chance to tap into the precise instructional language, 
skill, and vocabulary students learned in the online program. Designed for on-the-spot 
instruction, Anchor Charts are visual, succinct, and visually engaging. They are included 
in every Lexia Lesson, and can also be found individually on the Resources Hub.

Writing Prompts 
The PowerUp Writing Prompt Pack offers focused writing practice across genres. 
The prompts address engaging, grade-appropriate themes and topics from 
the comprehension strand of PowerUp. The prompts include student-friendly 
checklists to help students understand and improve their writing and teacher-
facing rubrics for evaluating student writing performance.

Comprehension Passages 
The printable Comprehension Passages allow students to interact with texts and make 
offline annotations as they complete the online activity.

Lesson page 2

 Lexia Lessons®      Word Study
Sound-Symbol: Sounds of y

• Have students play a version of Tic-Tac-Toe. First, give each pair a list of one- and two-syllable
words that end in y. Have them work together to highlight the words in which y says /ī/ in one
color and those in which y says /ē/ in a different color. For the game, one student should use
words in which y says /ī/, while the other uses words in which y says /ē/. For each turn, students
select a word, read it, and copy it in a Tic-Tac-Toe square. Players win when three of their words
are written in a row.

• On notebook paper, have students label columns as follows: /ī/, /ē/, and /y/. Then, dictate
words that contain y acting as a consonant and y acting as a vowel at the end of a word. Have
students write each word in the correct column.

 ADAPT
SUPPORT

• If students have difficulty hearing the
accented syllable in multi-syllable words,
remind them that accent will make their
mouths open wider. Their voices will be
louder and stronger. Read a selection
of words, and have students identify the
accented syllable.

• Display words in which y is underlined or
written in a different color from the rest of
the word. Pronounce each word and have
students repeat it. Then, students should
give the sound that y makes in the word.
Have students state whether the sound
is the consonant sound of y or a vowel
sound of y.

• Distribute index cards that contain a mix
of one- and two-syllable words that end
in a consonant followed by y (e.g., fly, shy,
apply, rely, messy, tiny). Have students sort
the cards into piles based on the sound y
makes (/ī/ or /ē/). Then, have students read
each word.

EXTEND

• Display a variety of phrases that contain
y (e.g., supply of crayons, dry yams, nifty
yoyo). Have students read each phrase.
If students need support, have them
highlight the words where y is challenging,
and discuss with them what it would say in
each one. Using a list of suggested words,
students may also generate their own
phrases to share.

• Review the Changing Rule with students:
When a base word ends in a consonant
and final y, change the y to i before
adding a suffix that does not begin with
i. Display a base word (e.g., study). Then,
display a suffix (e.g., -ed). Have students
read the base word and write the
derivative (e.g., studied).

 CONNECT
• Distribute a familiar text. Have students find examples of words that contain y. Share ideas

and have students organize the words into groups (e.g., y acting as consonant or vowel,
sounds made by y, etc.).

Lesson page 1

   Grammar
PARTS OF SENTENCES

Compound Sentences

 Lexia Lessons®

 INSTRUCT
Display Paragraph 1 from the Sample Paragraphs included with this lesson. Read the paragraph 
aloud to students, and work as a group to identify sentences that share related ideas. Underline 
these sentences. 

Tell students that when sentences share related ideas, they can be combined into a more 
sophisticated sentence called a compound sentence. 

Next, display a list of coordinating conjunctions: but, or, yet, for, and, nor, so. Tell students 
that these words are known as coordinating conjunctions, and they are used to combine two 
sentences into a compound sentence. Coordinating conjunctions can be easily remembered 
by the acronym BOYFANS. Discuss the function of each conjunction (e.g., but is used to show 
contrast). Note to Teachers: Additional information about and practice with coordinating 
conjunctions may be found in the Conjunctions lesson. 

Then, work with students to use the coordinating conjunctions to combine several of the 
sentences in the paragraph into compound sentences (see the bold words in Paragraph 2). Tell 
students that when a coordinating conjunction is used, a comma must follow the first sentence. 

Finally, ask students to describe what a compound sentence is. (Prompt them as necessary: What 
makes up a compound sentence? What kind of word is required to create a compound sentence?)

State the information: A compound sentence uses a coordinating conjunction to join two sentences.

Refer students to the Anchor Chart. Distribute copies for students to keep, or have students 
record the information in a notebook.  

As you review the Anchor Chart, work with students to generate additional example sentences 
that contain each coordinating conjunction. Discuss the relationship between ideas in each 
sentence to ensure that students use the appropriate coordinating conjunction, and invite 
students to write their sentences on the board. Refer to SNEEQS (see the SNEEQS Reference 
Sheet) to ensure that students’ sentences contain correct punctuation and capitalization. 

Explain to students that compound sentences are one type of sentence structure and that they 
will learn about different sentence structures  in other lessons. 

 PRACTICE
• Divide a compound sentence onto three index cards: two independent clauses and one

coordinating conjunction. Refer to the Sample Compound Sentences included with this
lesson for ideas. Distribute a card to each student. Have students circulate and find classmates
with whom they can create a logical sentence. Have students read each sentence aloud and
describe the relationship between the two clauses.

 PREPARE
CONCEPT  A compound sentence contains two 
complete sentences (or independent clauses) 
joined by a coordinating conjunction. It is important 
for students to learn how to combine sentences 
into compound sentences to make their writing 
more cohesive and sophisticated. Knowledge 
of compound sentence structure also supports 
students’ abilities to interpret text accurately.

VOCABULARY  comma, compound sentence, 
coordinating conjunction

MATERIALS  Lesson reproducibles, highlighters, 
index cards

continued on next page

Part A Reproducible page 1

 Lexia Lessons®      Comprehension
Figurative Language: Part A

ANCHOR CHART

Figurative Language
Figurative language is words used creatively 

that don’t mean what they usually mean.

Have you ever been shipwrecked and found yourself 
surrounded by miles and miles of ocean? (Neither have 
I.) But, if you read about someone who was “clinging to a 
piece of driftwood like it was the last available ticket to a 
sold-out concert,” you might say to yourself, “Ahhh, I get 
it now.” Or, if your friend tells you that your new hat looks 
like “a chicken in a sweater vest,” you’ll know it’s probably 
not a compliment.

That’s the thing about figurative language. It connects 
speakers and listeners or writers and readers. Like a 
bridge. (See what I did there?)

I’m as hungry as a
wolf. Let’s get lunch.

Ugh. It’s like being
trapped in a car full
of circus clowns.

Wow, the cafeteria
is a zoo today!

I’d skip it, but I’m a
bear if I don’t eat.

simile
a comparison

of unlike things
using like or as metaphor

a comparison
of unlike things
not using like or as

Part A Reproducible page 3

 Lexia Lessons® Comprehension
Irony: Part A

ANCHOR CHART

Irony
Irony is something that is the opposite of what is expected.

If the world always worked the way it was supposed to, life 
would be pretty boring. You’d expect an obedience school 
diploma to belong to a well-trained dog. You’d expect a “No 
birds allowed” sign to result in a bird-free area. And you’d 
expect a fire hydrant to … wait, what?! A fire? Yep, just when 
you least expect it, IRONY! (That’s what irony is, the opposite 
of what you expect.)

There are lots of examples of irony in real life. There are even 
more examples in stories, plays, and poems. Authors know that 
nothing gets a reader’s attention like the unexpected. Irony can 
be used to add humor, create suspense, or make a point about 
life. So, now you know to expect the unexpected!

page 1

     Comprehension
Level 5: Sensory LanguageName: 

 Lexia Skill Builders®
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INSTRUCTIONAL VOCABULARY CARDS 
 
Use these cards independently or with a partner to review the instructional terms introduced online. 

context clues

hints about the meaning of a word

cat

protagonist

the main character in a story

setting

the time and place of events in a story

imagery

the use of words to create a picture  
in the reader’s mind

sensory language

words that describe how things look, 
sound, smell, taste, or feel

page 1

          Grammar
Level 7Name: 

 Lexia Skill Builders®

     Grammar
Level 7

A. Interjections are words that express strong emotions. They are usually followed by an exclamation mark or
comma and are often found in dialogue. Interjections are not used in academic writing. Circle the interjections
in the following sentences.

Draw a line from the interjection to the meaning it conveys. 

Bravo! expresses pain

Yippee! expresses disappointment

Darn, stops an action

Freeze! gains attention

Um, gives congratulations

Hey, expresses excitement

Ouch! shows a thinking process

Look at a familiar short story or novel. Add interjections to the chart that you see in the text.  

Interjections

Show excitement 
or amazement

Stop action Express  
disappointment

Greet someone

★ On the back, write two sentences using interjections from your list.

1. Wow! That lasagna tastes incredible!

2. Stop! Buckle your seatbelt before you start driving.

3. She’s just a kid, gee whiz, not a full grown adult!

4. I can’t believe we are going to that concert! Woot!

5. His outfit was, uh, an interesting choice.

6. Bingo! That’s the answer I was looking for.

Lexia® PowerUp Literacy®

Comprehension Passages

rev. 071219

LEVEL 1, ACTIVITY 1

Text 1

The Trans-Alaska Pipeline

The Alaska pipeline brings oil from the north to the Gulf of Alaska. 

The big pipe snakes up hills and through gaps in the mountains.

The pipe ends at the Gulf of Alaska. There is a spot with docks for ships.

Pumps send the oil to the tanks in the ships. 

Then tugs help the big ships glide past rocks. They end up in safe spots in the Gulf.

Text 2

 Camping and Fishing in Alaska

 In June, people camp and fish in Alaska. People can get to Alaska by plane. 

 Then they can hike to the best spots to fish. 

 They can pitch a tent on the shore of a lake and make a fire to cook the fish they catch. 

 If they catch lots of fish, they can hang them next to the fire. 

 There they can smoke the fish and then bring them home. The fish will last a long time.

 

LEVEL 1, ACTIVITY 2

Text 1

Sliding Ice

A glacier is made of snow--a lot of snow.

When the snow cannot melt, more snow piles on top, then more and more.

When the pile of snow is thick, it will press down. The snow gets like ice.

Then the pile slides downhill an inch at a time.

At the end, a big chunk can split off and make an iceberg.

Text 2

Speeding Glaciers 

A scientist can tell how fast a glacier can slide. 

A rock or stone on the glacier will slide past a stake in the sand. 

Scientists can use a clock to tell how fast the ice slides past. 

They can track the length of time it takes the glacier to pass the stake. 

They can tell us when the glacier will get to the sea and melt.

Lexia® Writing Prompts4

Name: 

This material is a component of Lexia® PowerUp Literacy®. © 2019 Lexia Learning, a Rosetta Stone® company. Reprinted for classroom use only.  
All other rights reserved. Not for resale.  |  www. lexialearning.com

READ the information in the box below.

Is curiosity a good thing or not? There is the old saying that Curiosity killed the cat. 

Many believe that having a curious nature is an important characteristic trait to 

have as it helps you learn. Often, teachers encourage students to be curious about 

the subjects they are studying.

THINK carefully about the following question.

Do you consider being curious a positive trait or can a person be too curious?

WRITE an essay with multiple paragraphs that explains whether you consider curiosity to be positive 
or negative. Persuade your audience of your opinion by including reasons and appealing to your 
audience’s values and emotions. 

Be sure to —

q  clearly state your controlling idea

q  organize and develop your explanation 
effectively

q  choose your words carefully

q  use correct spelling, capitalization, 
punctuation, grammar, and complete 
sentences

Written Composition

Argumentative
(Statement of Opinion)

LexiaLink    SCAN CODE OR CLICK

Instructional Materials & 
Supplemental Resources
https://tinyurl.com/y2wwf6s6

Teacher-led Instruction  
and Independent Application

3
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Classroom Implementation
Lexia PowerUp Literacy is designed to use alongside the core curriculum to further differentiate instruction and target skill 
gaps for readers who are not yet proficient. The goal is for students to work in online activities for 85–145 minutes each week 
in addition to using the offline resources. The 5 minute check-in helps identify the students who need more time online or 
with the offline resources. Planning for the implementation of each component is key to student success. 

When
can I use PowerUp  
with my students?

Who
will provide support  

to students?

• Classroom (Center Rotations)
• Computer Lab Period/Class
• Intervention Block/ 

Special Education
• Before/After School
• Homework

• During ELA Classes
• During Remedial or  

Resource Classes
• During Elective Classes
• Before School
• After School
• At Home

• ELA Teachers
• EL Teachers
• Resource Room Teachers
• Reading Teachers
• SPED Teachers
• Specialists
• Elective Teachers
• Paraprofessionals

Implementation Examples
Classroom Implementation of PowerUp Components—Example 1

Targeted Students:  
6th grade, all students

PowerUp online
(85-145 min/wk)

Lexia Lessons
(varies/wk)

Lexia Skill Builders
(20-30 min/wk)

Where  
(instructional block) ELA ELA intervention In class or at home

When  
(days and times)

ELA rotations–  
Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri 
1:30-2:30

ELA intervention– 
Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri 
2:00-2:30

ELA rotations or 
homework 

Who  
(educator responsible) ELA teacher Special Education 

Teacher ELA teacher

Classroom Implementation of PowerUp Components—Example 2

Targeted Students:  
6th grade, all students

PowerUp online
(85-145 min/wk)

Lexia Lessons
(varies/wk)

Lexia Skill Builders
(20-30 min/wk)

Where  
(instructional block)

Resource Room, home,  
before/after school 
programs

Resource Room 
Resource Room, home,  
before/after school 
programs

When  
(days and times)

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs
12:45-1:30

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs
12:45-1:30

Homework, in class 
when finished with 
online PowerUp

Who  
(educator responsible) 

Resource Room 
Teacher

Resource Room  
Teacher or  
Paraprofessional

Resource Room 
Teacher

Where
can I use PowerUp  
with my students?

What? When? How?
When reviewing your myLexia data 
focus on the What, When and How.  

• What is needed? 

• When can it be provided?

• How will it be provided?

Remember that student support can 
come in many forms. You may find 
that what a student needs most is a  
conference; this is an opportunity for 
you and the student to review his or 
her progress, celebrate success and 
establish new goals.  

Keeping adolescent readers actively 
engaged and motivated can be a 
challenge. It is important to involve 
them in creating the plan for their 
success. This can empower students 
and motivate them to work harder 
and set higher goals for themselves. 
Consider ways that you can support 
students in tracking their progress 
and staying motivated. Access the 
Maximizing Student Engagement 
in PowerUp document from the 
Resources Hub for additional 
motivation & engagement ideas.
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Lexia® PowerUp Literacy®

The following template can be completed to plan your own implementation of PowerUp: 

Classroom Implementation of PowerUp Components
   Targeted Students:

Monday
WHERE? • WHEN? • WHO?

Tuesday
WHERE? • WHEN? • WHO?

Wednesday
WHERE? • WHEN? • WHO?

Thursday
WHERE? • WHEN? • WHO?

Friday
WHERE? • WHEN? • WHO?

Day 6
WHERE? • WHEN? • WHO?
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Lexia Implementation Fidelity & Best Practices
1.  Students understand why they are using PowerUp
2. Students meet their target number of online minutes each week

•  Develop a schedule using all available technology resources in your school (classroom 
computers, computer lab, laptop carts). 

• Teach students how to monitor their own usage using the Student Dashboard. 
•  Consider alternate times for students who need additional minutes (before/after school 

programs, home use, intervention block). 

3. Educators visit myLexia weekly to review their class and student data 
and utilize the data to make instructional decisions 

• Set a regular time to check reports at least once a week. 
• Schedule data conversations with other teachers, parents, and students. 
• Consider printing some reports for data conversations. 

4. Educators reinforce online learning and intervene with struggling student using the Lexia offline 
instructional materials each week

• Identify which Lexia offline resource is needed (Lexia Lesson, Lexia Skill Builder, etc...).
• Set aside time to explore, prepare, and organize materials.
• Designate specific times during the day for instruction and practice (center rotations, intervention block, homework).  

5. Educators celebrate and communicate student progress
• Print, display and/or send home PowerUp Achievement certificates earned by students. 

Independent,
Student-Driven

Learning

Ongoing Data to
Monitor Progress

Teacher-Led
Instruction and

Independent
Application 

3 1

2

Teacher Student
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School-to-Home Tips
•   Use Lexia Skill Builders as homework.

•   Use the PowerUp online program at home to meet usage recommendations.

•   Emphasize that home use of Lexia PowerUp is for enrolled students only— 
not siblings or others.

Accessing Lexia PowerUp Literacy
Record your unique credentials here:

http://www.lexiapowerup.com/?SiteID= _____-_____-_____-_____

my username  |

my password  |

Contact Information
Customer Support

support@lexialearning.com   •   1-800-507-2772
Monday–Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. EST except holidays.

  The 5-minute check-in 
Log in to www.mylexia.com 
Your Class Overview in myLexia has the data that can help you decide:

■   Who needs help? 
Check the report to see which students are struggling and require a 
teacher-led lesson.

■   Who needs more time online? 
Check the usage information to ensure students are using the online 
program for the recommended amount of time.

■   Who is ready to practice offline? 
Check the report to see who has been assigned a Lexia Skill Builder. 

■   What are my next steps? 
Print the prescribed Lexia Lessons and Lexia Skill Builders. Deliver the 
Lessons either full class, small group, or individually. Distribute the Lexia 
Skill Builders.

LD-PUP-PLG-0819

Directions for Home Use
https://tinyurl.com/y946f7mk


